Phonics
We have now learned set 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 in Chapter 2 of our Phonics Shed program. We have had a little time, before and after the October holiday, in the scheme for consolidation of these sounds and we have recently added a few more:
s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l, j, v, w, x, y, z and qu. The pronunciation guide is included again below for you to be able to support children at home with these.
We are now blending words with these sounds to read and segmenting words we hear with these sounds in to write. We have had a focus on our high frequency words and we are aiming to read them with some speed now to gain fluency: a, at, it, it’s, an, in, and, dad, on, can, got, not, get, up, mum.
We know there are some words (high frequency) that cannot be sounded out as usual, they are ‘locked, tricky’ words, which we have been learning to also read at speed: 
the, I, do, to, into, no, go, so, put.
Please access your child’s phonics garden via the QR code stuck onto the cover of their reading record, to read different books and play phonics games.
Maths
We have been looking deeply into 1, 2, and 3. We have been learning to represent them in many different ways. We have begun to learn to subitise these amounts when we see them on a dice, for example, and in other representations. We have delved deeper and learnt the skills of sorting, matching and comparing with amounts; building on our skills last term of using these skills but applying them to number and amount now. We have played snap games, matching games and beanbag games to explore depth of knowledge with these amounts. Next, our maths learning journey will move to focus on 2D shape. 
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Theme- Into the Woods
We rounded off our learning theme of ‘Into the Woods’ with a focus on ‘bears’ and ‘picnics’, which linked with our learning about harvest. Our challenge in reception was to look at ‘local harvesting’. We focused on harvesting from our school grounds. Children harvested many different fruit and vegetables from the allotment and growing spaces. We consolidated our learning on growing earlier in the term and discovered that some vegetables grew below and above ground. The children were interested to notice that only the carrot tops could be seen from looking at the growing bed and when pulled were very excited to discover some orangey carrots that revealed themselves. The children also explored the beans; they noticed some were pink in their pods and some were purple- someone thought they could be magic beans they were so vibrant! We investigated more closely and discovered the pink beans were in the brown pods and the purple beans in the green pods. 
We also harvested apples from the tree, learning that not everything we eat grows in the ground. We were reminded of our forest school rule ‘no pick no lick’ and just harvested apples that had fallen. The children were really interested in the apples that had started to rot. We explored the texture of them with our feet and described them as ‘soft and mushy’. We smelt some rotting apples and thought they had a strong apple smell, most children said they didn’t like it. As we harvested, some children were humming and singing. Mrs Griffiths challenged us to create a harvest song together. Here were the lyrics we thought of (to the tune of Frere Jaques).
‘Pick the apples
Harvest them
Cook them up and eat them 
Yummy in my tummy’
We later performed this song to the whole school in our harvest sharing assembly. 










Cooking
We did some cooking with the apples we harvested. Children, chopped, peeled, sprinkled and cooked with the apples to create a compote. The children then added this to porridge to link with our learning about bears and picnics and we enjoyed trying this together outside, most children enjoyed it and some shared that they didn’t so much.








Theme- Happy To Be Me
This term our theme is based around us. We begun by listening to a song ‘I’m Just Happy To Be Me’ and we really focused on the lyrics. The children thought about what it means to be them; we explored name, hair colour, eye colour, likes and dislikes and played a game to enhance our similarities and differences within the class. 
We also looked at our physical body and learned some new bone names for our body parts. We have been singing ‘cranium, scapula, patella metatarsals, patella, metatarsals’ to the tune of head, shoulders, knees and toes!
We have learned about our senses and explored these with many different items in our investigation area. We took this focus into the forest too and enjoyed focusing on our other senses whilst we were blindfolded and listened to instructions with our friends. 
















PE
We completed our yoga learning by learning some new poses plank, cat, cow and mountain. We learned that to put them altogether was called a ‘flow’ and we used some music to perform these to. We focused on our breath and pretended we were ‘baby dragons’ when doing so. The children enjoy beginning and ending our sessions by performing the ‘namaste’ sign and we had relaxation with guided meditation time. We will next move on to a focus on gymnastics within our PE lessons for the rest of the term. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
We have continued with our theme of looking at ourselves and thought about ‘what we are still learning to do’. We all shared this with all of our friends during circle time and realised that we may still be learning to do something a friend can already do, but we may be able to do something another friends is still learning to do. 
We talked about our value of empathy and brought this learning into a class context. If we saw a friend who may still be learning how to do their coat zip up, for example, perhaps we could ‘empathise’, think how they would be feeling, and offer to help. 

This week we focused on ‘eyes and ears’. We played ‘Kim’s Game’ and realised that our eyes told our brain information. We thought about other ways we used our eyes and ears and learned that but just looking at someone’s eyes we could often tell how they were feeling. We used blindfolds to navigate obstacles and feel objects and spoke about how easy or tricky we found that. 
We spoke about what it means to be deaf or be visually impaired and children spoke about people they may know who wears glasses, contact lenses, hearing aids and guide poles and guide dogs. We looked at a clip from ‘Justin’s Something Special’ program and focused on the way they communicate through hand actions. We had a go at signing ‘please’, ‘thank you’, ‘more’, ‘playing’ and ‘friends’. 












Home Learning
Reading
Please continue to read your school reading books each night at home with children, both your school ‘reading book’ and your book with a focus on ‘reading for pleasure’. Please record this in your child’s reading record each time.
Visit the ‘Phonics Shed Garden’ to access books and games to practice blending and segmenting.
An effective way to learn high frequency words (locked or decodable) may be to pop them up around the house. When cleaning teeth perhaps words could be on the bathroom door or when making breakfast words could be on the kitchen cupboard. Learning to read these with speed or by sight will help children develop fluency with their reading. Find them included in the phonics section of this update or below.
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Phonic Shed information

Below is a pronunciation guide for each sound to help you at home should you need it. This is the order in which we will learn the sounds and words. 

Please be aware that we aim to reduce ‘schwa’ at the end of each sound- the ‘uh’ sound. Some sounds are ‘stretchy’ and some ‘bouncy’. The stretchy sounds are easiest to say ‘purely’ and the ‘bouncy’ sounds sometimes cannot be helped but have a small ‘schwa’ (which we should reduce as much as possible) at the end. 

Grapheme 
‘How it is written’ 
Phoeme 
‘How it is said’ 
Pronunciation support 
Character 
s 
ssss 
stretchy 
Sam the snake 
a  
ah ah ah ah 
bouncy 
Anna the ant 
t  
t t t t  
bouncy 
Tom the tiger 
p  
p p p p  
bouncy 
Pat the pig 
i 
i i i i  
bouncy 
Indy the imp 
n  
nnnn 
stretchy 
Noah the nurse 
m  
mmmm 
stretchy 
Monty the monkey 
d  
duh duh duh duh  
bouncy 
Dusty the dog 
g  
guh guh guh guh 
bouncy 
Grey the goat 
o  
o o o o 
bouncy 
Olly the Otter 
c  
c c c c 
k k k k  
c c c c  
bouncy 
these all make exactly the same sound 
Curly the cat 
Kit the kangaroo 
Buck the duck 
k  



ck  



e  
eh eh eh eh  
bouncy 
Ellis the echidna 
u  
uh uh uh uh 
bouncy 
Ugby the bug 
r  
rrrr 
stretchy 
Rex the rat 
h  
h h h h  
bouncy 
Haz the hen 
b  
buh buh buh buh 
bouncy 
Bumble the bee 
f  
ffff 
stretchy 
Flick the fly 
l 
llll 
stretchy 
Lily the ladybird 
j 
juh juh juh juh 
bouncy 
Jack the jungle explorer 
v 
vvvv 
stretchy 
Val the vet 
w 
wwww 
stretchy 
Wes the weasel 
x 
cks cks cks cks 
bouncy 
Alex the fox 
y 
yyyyy 
stretchy 
Yan the yoga teacher 
z 
zzzzz 
stretchy 
Eliza the zebra 
qu 
qu qu qu qu  
bouncy 
Quinn the quail 
‘s’ voiced  
zzzz 
stretchy 
as in ‘bags’ frogs’ ‘beds’ 
Additional sound for Sam the snake 
‘a’ (ar) 
arrrr 
stretchy 
as in Llama 
Alana the Llama 
ff 
fffff 


stretchy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Muffin the puffin 
ll 
lllll 

Billy the bull 
ss 
sssss 

Jess the grasshopper 
zz 
zzzzz 

Fizz the buzzard 
tt 
ttttt 

Lottie the bottle 
pp 
ppppp 

Pepper the hippo 
rr 
rrrrr 

Barry the parrot 
mm 
mmmmm 

Jimmy the hammer 
cc 
ccccc 

Rebecca the broccoli 
nn 
nnnnn 

Bonny the bunny 
dd 
ddddd 

Eddy the ladder 
gg 
ggggg 

Peggy the egg 
bb 
bbbbb 

Robby the gibbon 

Please find your child’s log in to ‘Phonics Shed’/ ‘Ed Shed’ in their reading record. Please log in to find some further activities to support phonics learning at home.  
















































































High Frequency Words 
We will learn to read these high frequency words at speed in addition to blending sounds to read other words. Please note that some of them can be sounded out and blended but some of them are non decodable, which means children will need to be told the ‘tricky’ part of the word that doesn’t sound out typically.  
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Please find your child’s log in to ‘Phonics Shed’/ ‘Ed Shed’ in their reading record. Please log in here to find some further activities to support phonics learning at home.  
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