A typical day

A typical day may look like this…

8:50- Children are welcomed into school
9:00- Children are registered
9:05- Whole class focus- phonics
‘plan’- children decide on their learning direction for the day
9:35- Children play in continuous provision in our indoor or outdoor classroom
· Children may work with an adult for a period of time throughout this session with a group or individual focus time
11:25- Whole class focus- theme or interest driven
Children can access the snack bar at anytime during the morning to have a snack and drink.
11:45- Prepare for lunch and song time
12:00- Children eat lunch
13:00- Children are registered
13:05- Reflection, relaxation or meditation time
13:15- Whole class focus- maths
13:45- Children play in continuous provision in our indoor or outdoor classroom
· Children may work with an adult for a period of time throughout this session with a group or individual focus time
14:50- Tidy up time
15:10- Story 
‘review’- children to review their learning direction for the day
15:20- Prepare for home time

In addition…
-On Mondays children will participate a session to learn physical multi- skills with our coach Mr Thomas.
-On Wednesdays children will participate in a PE lesson.
-On Thursdays children will participate in a music session with Mrs Blaker. 
-Jack will also join us on a Thursday to teach the children Irish Dancing.
-On Fridays children will participate in a forest school session for the morning. 

Welcome

A big warm welcome to our new reception children and their families. We have had a fantastic start to the term with children settling really well in to school life. They have learned all about our classroom and school routines and have thoroughly enjoyed being part of the wider school community and spending time with our older Team Madley friends. We have spent time getting to know each other, talking, learning and playing. There have been some beautiful starts to, what I am sure will be, very long, exciting friendships. 

Children have coped very well with the demands of a (nearly) full week last week. Please be mindful that a lot happens in a busy school day and children will probably be much more tired than usual.
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Forest school

The children explored our on-site Forest School site on Friday. We were introduced to the exciting tipi space and the woods at school. We learned our Forest School rules that keep us safe outside. The children really enjoyed practicing the ‘1, 2, 3 basecamp’ rule and we will continue to work on safely gathering back at basecamp after exploring. The children enjoyed learning about the Forest School circle and how we move around the circle safely. This will enable us to work towards having a fire when we are safe to do so. We practised putting on our waterproofs and our wellies independently, even trying to fold them away afterwards.
We read some interesting books. Last week we made little homes with what we could find for minibeasts. This week we listened to a story and then made our own ‘mud pies’ combining materials that we could find. We also learned about our Rolypig composter and the job it has. The children giggled when they saw him roll around! This week he had a new friend this week, we think the two of them will enjoy munching our leftovers from our snack.




















Reading 
The children will begin to bring books home to be shared with you. Please note that some of these books will have words in to practice skills learned in phonics but some of these books will have no words in to encourage story telling and comprehension skills. Please encourage your child to use the pictures to tell the story with these wordless books. This means you could read the story a few times and maybe change parts each time. We encourage you to share a book at home more than once to give children the chance to consolidate skills. Please ensure your child has their reading books and reading record in their book bags each day. 

Phonics

We have started our phonics learning in Chapter 2 with our scheme ‘Phonics Shed’. You may have already heard your children coming home talking about characters, sounds and actions. They have also been introduced to ‘Joe’ our phonics puppet, who you may also hear about! 
We welcome your support at home to help the children consolidate their phonics learning, to be able to have a positive journey to becoming fantastic readers. 
A pronunciation guide has been sent via parent mail to support you at home with this. This is also included below.













Class bear 
We are introducing a new friend to our classroom- our class bear! The class bear will share adventures with your child for the weekend and all of the children will share an adventure with our bear. The bear has a special diary for you to add to and share your adventures at home.

Theme

Our themed learning for the term is called ‘If You Go Down to the Woods’. Our weekly focuses have been around ‘Materials: Wood’, ‘Trees and Plants’ and ‘Growing Things’. This week we have had some sunflowers to investigate. We have dissected and explored all the different parts of them. We have learned about what a plant needs to grow healthily and the important part plants play in our lives by providing us with air to breathe and food to eat. We also visited Madley Plants this week and had a great time exploring somewhere outside of our school for the first time. We learned that plants can grow from seeds or bulbs and brought some bulbs back with us to plant and observe. We have had some sawdust added to our texture kitchen to explore outdoors, have taken some bark rubbings and have explored the properties of wood and sorted different materials. 
The children have taken this theme in their own direction and enjoyed exploring wolves. They looked all over the outdoor classroom for ‘wolf clues’, they built ‘wolf traps’, created a ‘wolves den’ with netting and we read and discussed the stories ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ and ‘The Gingerbread Man’. We explored the notion of good and bad within this, are all wolves bad?
Maths

We have been learning about matching. We have looked at things that are ‘exactly the same’ and things that are ‘different’. We noticed our collection of buttons may have the same colour, shape, size or number of holes. We delved deeper to look at things that are ‘similar’ and learned the skill of ‘sorting’. We have used the language ‘what is the same’ and ‘what is different’ to create rules for sorting things that are not identical but have similarities. We sorted a collection of natural things into three piles ‘leaves’, ‘sticks’ and ‘conkers’. 
This week we have been learning to ‘compare by size’ using the language of ‘bigger’, ‘smaller’, ‘more’, ‘less’ and ‘fewer’. We then delved deeper and began to ‘compare amounts’. Here we made links with our sorting skills by looking closely at groups that were the ‘same’ and ‘different’.


Personal, Social and Emotional Development

This is one of the ‘prime’ areas of learning and development in reception. There have been lots of opportunities to develop our learning in this area, especially as we have all come together and we play with new friends and routines. We have had a focus on language for sharing with children encouraged to ask their friends ‘can I have a go after you?’ when they would like a turn with a resource. We have talked about patience and how tricky managing bigger feelings can be when we would like to do or have something that we cannot just yet. Validating children’s feelings is very important and appropriate behaviour as a result of these feelings is encouraged.

We have developed a family photo station in our classroom, which the children have loved talking about with each another. It is important children feel secure in order to maximize their learning potential. Some days may be trickier than others to leave their family members or caregivers for school as children adjust to school life. Their family photos can help to support children if they have a wobbly moment or even if they would just like to celebrate their families and chat about them with a friend.

Word reading

Children have begun learning the skill of ‘blending’ to read words and ‘segmenting’ to write words. This involves ‘sounding, squashing, saying’ when they approach a word to read and ‘saying, stretching, sounding’ when they think of a word they would like to write. 

We have also learned that there is some words that are ‘tricky’ and we cannot sound them out like usual. Instead we sound them and then try to spot the ‘tricky part’ and eventually just learn to read them by sight. These words at school have a padlock on them and are ‘locked’ to allow us to determine whether we can sound them as usual or not in this early stage of reading. 

Practicing reading high frequency words at home is crucial for children to become successful in their reading and ultimately develop an enjoyment for it. These words have been sent out via parent mail but are also included below.












Phonic Shed information – sent via parent mail

Below is a pronunciation guide for each sound to help you at home should you need it. This is the order in which we will learn the sounds and words. 

Please be aware that we aim to reduce ‘schwa’ at the end of each sound- the ‘uh’ sound. Some sounds are ‘stretchy’ and some ‘bouncy’. The stretchy sounds are easiest to say ‘purely’ and the ‘bouncy’ sounds sometimes cannot be helped but have a small ‘schwa’ (which we should reduce as much as possible) at the end. 

Grapheme 
‘How it is written’ 
Phoeme 
‘How it is said’ 
Pronunciation support 
Character 
s 
ssss 
stretchy 
Sam the snake 
a  
ah ah ah ah 
bouncy 
Anna the ant 
t  
t t t t  
bouncy 
Tom the tiger 
p  
p p p p  
bouncy 
Pat the pig 
i 
i i i i  
bouncy 
Indy the imp 
n  
nnnn 
stretchy 
Noah the nurse 
m  
mmmm 
stretchy 
Monty the monkey 
d  
duh duh duh duh  
bouncy 
Dusty the dog 
g  
guh guh guh guh 
bouncy 
Grey the goat 
o  
o o o o 
bouncy 
Olly the Otter 
c  
c c c c 
k k k k  
c c c c  
bouncy 
these all make exactly the same sound 
Curly the cat 
Kit the kangaroo 
Buck the duck 
k  



ck  



e  
eh eh eh eh  
bouncy 
Ellis the echidna 
u  
uh uh uh uh 
bouncy 
Ugby the bug 
r  
rrrr 
stretchy 
Rex the rat 
h  
h h h h  
bouncy 
Haz the hen 
b  
buh buh buh buh 
bouncy 
Bumble the bee 
f  
ffff 
stretchy 
Flick the fly 
l 
llll 
stretchy 
Lily the ladybird 
j 
juh juh juh juh 
bouncy 
Jack the jungle explorer 
v 
vvvv 
stretchy 
Val the vet 
w 
wwww 
stretchy 
Wes the weasel 
x 
cks cks cks cks 
bouncy 
Alex the fox 
y 
yyyyy 
stretchy 
Yan the yoga teacher 
z 
zzzzz 
stretchy 
Eliza the zebra 
qu 
qu qu qu qu  
bouncy 
Quinn the quail 
‘s’ voiced  
zzzz 
stretchy 
as in ‘bags’ frogs’ ‘beds’ 
Additional sound for Sam the snake 
‘a’ (ar) 
arrrr 
stretchy 
as in Llama 
Alana the Llama 
ff 
fffff 


stretchy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Muffin the puffin 
ll 
lllll 

Billy the bull 
ss 
sssss 

Jess the grasshopper 
zz 
zzzzz 

Fizz the buzzard 
tt 
ttttt 

Lottie the bottle 
pp 
ppppp 

Pepper the hippo 
rr 
rrrrr 

Barry the parrot 
mm 
mmmmm 

Jimmy the hammer 
cc 
ccccc 

Rebecca the broccoli 
nn 
nnnnn 

Bonny the bunny 
dd 
ddddd 

Eddy the ladder 
gg 
ggggg 

Peggy the egg 
bb 
bbbbb 

Robby the gibbon 

Please find your child’s log in to ‘Phonics Shed’/ ‘Ed Shed’ in their reading record. Please log in to find some further activities to support phonics learning at home.  


















































High Frequency Words 
We will learn to read these high frequency words at speed in addition to blending sounds to read other words. Please note that some of them can be sounded out and blended but some of them are non decodable, which means children will need to be told the ‘tricky’ part of the word that doesn’t sound out typically.  
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