
 To write an Explanation Text – Day 2 

Yesterday, you should have watched the Oak Academy video and made 

useful notes to use within your explanation text.  

Today you are 

going to start 

drafting your 

text and 

drawing any 

diagrams that 

you want to 

include. The 

focus will be on 

the introductory 

paragraph as 

this will set the 

standard for the 

rest of your 

work. 

 

 Here is an example of an explanation text on how the water cycle works. 

Unusually this starts with a diagram before the introductory paragraph.  

On the next page, this paragraph has been annotated – like we would in class 

to explore the different grammatical features, punctuation and spellings that 

have been used. 

Please read this paragraph before you look at the annotated one – how 

many features can you see? 



      

How many of these did you spot? 

   



 Here is another example, enlarged from an explanation text on “How do periscopes work.” 

Notice how the information is written in paragraphs, not bullet points, and how much technical 

and scientific language is used throughout the text. You can also clearly see the time connectives 

and subheadings that have been used. 

As you draft your work today, you need to write in paragraphs and refer to any diagrams that you 

use.   



 

  



Today you will need to start drafting your explanation text, starting with your introductory paragraph, which I would like you 

to submit on seesaw for me to review. 

 

Whilst you are waiting for my 

feedback, please carry on drafting 

the rest of your paragraphs, ready 

for you to rewrite and present in 

neat tomorrow. 

 I suggest you draw any diagrams on 

a different piece of paper and then 

you can stick these on to your 

writing tomorrow. 

You may also want to include a 

section on reflection or refraction to 

add extra information to your text. 

 

Please use the list of connectives to 

help you with your writing and then 

show your work to an adult to make 

sure that your explanations are 

clear and that you have included 

everything you think you need. 

 Tomorrow, I will provide you with a checklist for you to use as you rewrite your work in neat. 

       I look forward to reading your opening paragraph at some point this morning. 

 



 

 


